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WWE What is UNCLOS?

« A "Constitution for the
Oceans”

e A framework convention

* Relies on implementation
by means of concrete
regulation at the global and
regional levels




> o UNCLOS and Marine Environment:
WWE Ten Commandments

UNCLOS contains only minimal
rules for the protection of the
marine environment.

Is this a flaw of UNCLOS? No,
there is an intention: regional
rules must be created by States
sharing the same marine
environment.
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WwF Solution? Regional Rules

* Atrticle 197 of UNCLOS
« This article urges States to:

“cooperate on a global basis and, as appropriate, on a regional basis,
directly or through competent international organizations, in formulating
and elaborating international rules, standards and recommended
practices and procedures consistent with this Convention, for the

protection and preservation of the marine environment, taking into account
characteristic regional features”



Why Are Regional Rules Needed?

The problems of the oceans are global in
nature.

There exist significant regional differences in
their causes and magnitude.

The most effective solution can be reached
through action at a regional level, undertaken
In a framework such as UNCLOS.

Regional cooperation is the best solution to
problems specific for a group of countries
sharing the same marine environment.



Regional Seas Agreements

* Provide for comprehensive and specific
actions to protect shared environment on
regional level.

* Each has been tailored by its own
governments to suit their particular
environmental challenges.

« Over 140 countries participate in 13 Regional
Seas Programmes.

* Most of shared marine waters are protected by
Regional Seas Agreements.

* Why is the Arctic Ocean an exception?



What are the Benefits of Regional
Seas Agreements?

Modern comprehensive rules for
the protection of the marine
environment which take into
account specific regional
features and challenges as well
as desires of coastal states.

These instruments are part of
comprehensive action plans
oriented toward overall regional
development.



o Absence of Regional Rules —

WWE A Danger for the Arctic?

Absence of modern regulatory
tools, such as the precautionary
approach

Lack of necessary tailor-made
measures to protect the
extremely fragile environment
and ecosystems of the Arctic

No requirement of integrated,
cross-sectoral ecosystem-based
ocean management



Py Make UNCLOS Rules Work In
WWE the Arctic

The Arctic Ocean requires a
regional agreement tailor-made for
arctic conditions developed under
the overarching framework of
UNCLOS similar to the Regional
Seas Agreements.

* The goal is not to dismiss the
UNCLQOS rules but to make them
work in the Arctic at the regional
level effectively through regional
rules of protection.

*The Arctic marine environment will
be better protected if we have a
Regional Seas Agreement signed.






